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small hamlets and villages, and not in the big towns only " x.
While the woollen industry, in marked contrast with the
cotton industry, was carried on in every part of the kingdom,
certain areas became pre-eminent as the ' manufacturing
districts' of England : East Anglia, the West Country, and
Yorkshire. Yet even here industry was widely dispersed.
" When we come into Norfolk ", wrote Defoe, " we see a face
of diligence spread over the whole country " 2. The West
Country was the seat of the broadcloth manufacture 3, upon
which rested the fame of English industry down to the era
of the ' Industrial Revolution'. At Painswick, on the way
to Stroud, wrote a traveller in 1682, " you begin to enter
the land of clothiers"—which was covered everywhere, in
Leland's picturesque phrase, with a network of ' clothing
towns' and ' clothing villages *. In the West Riding, it was
noted as early as 1638, the clothiers " spread themselves all
over the country " 4. This dispersion, which is also found
in other industries 5, was considered one of the chief merits
of the domestic system by those who contrasted unfavour-
ably the concentration in towns produced by the factory
system. But against the opportunities for recreation and
fresh air must be set the insanitary condition of the artisans'
dwellings and the long hours of toil.
When we turn from the West to the North of England
we are confronted with a more primitive Mnd of industrial
society6. The typical clothiers of Yorkshire were the
1	State Papers Venetian, 1603-1607, p. 105 (1603).    See infra, Appendix,
p. 473, No. 4.
2	Defoe, Tour of Great Britain (ed. 1724), i. letter!. 91.
3	Kersies were also made, those of Devonshire claiming to be ' the
best and finest of the kingdom ' :   Risdon, The Chorographical Description
of Devon (ed. 1811), n (temp. Early Stuarts).    Even Bath manufactured
a cloth known as ' Bath Beaver ' :   Warner, History of Bath (1801), 175,
210 ;   Collinson, History of the County^ of Somerset (1791), i. 28.
* Hist. MSS. Comm. Portland, ii. 304 (1682) ; Leland, Itinerary (ed.
Toulmin Smith), v. 82-84, 95-98, 103 ; State Papers Domestic, 1637—
1638, p. 433. On the geographical distribution of the woollen indus-
tries, see Lipson, The History of the Woollen and Worsted Industries,
chapter vi.
5	E.g. iron :  infra, p. 159.
6	The domestic system of Yorkshire is sometimes regarded as akin to
the gild system, except that there was no gild organization among the
Yorkshire manufacturers.    The view here taken is that it was a primitive
form of the domestic system as it existed in the West Country, since the
-

